t. oi.] Johnsons opinion of the English natuu.   1 4 3
an any inconvenience or limitation to be apprehended front the ackles and circumspection of rhyme1.
'He reproved me once for saying grace without mention tit the me of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and hoped in future t would be Dre mindful of the apostolical injunction 'J.
'He refused to go out of a room before me at Mr. Lanj;tnn's use, saying, he hoped he knew his rank better than U» presume take place of a Doctor in Divinity. 1 mention surh little uner tes, merely to shew the peculiar turn and habit of his mind. 'He used frequently to observe, that there was more to be en red than enjoyed, in the general condition of human life ; and tquently quoted those lines of Dryden :
" Strange cozenage 1 none would live past years again, Yet all hope pleasure from what still remain9/1
>r his part, he said, he never passed that week in his life which fir mid wish to repeat, were an angel to make the proposal tn hint. 'He was of opinion, thatthe English nation cultivated both their il and their reason better than any other people' : but aduuitrd at the French, though not the highest, perhaps, in any depart 2nt of literature, yet in every department were very high*.    In llectual pre-eminence, he observed, was the highest snpcii«niiy ; d that every nation derived their highest reputation I'rutn the lenclotir and dignity of their writers".    Voltaire, he .said, \v»ts u od narrator, and that his principal merit consisted in a happy .ection and arrangement of circumstances.
'Speaking of the French novels, compared with kiehanhi»n\ said, they might be pretty baubles, but a wren was nut ,ni e,t>'>-,
Stockdale reported to Johnson, that Pope hud told I.ylirlum tiwt i reason why he had not translated Homer into blank \V\-A- vv.n lat he could translate it more, easily into rhyme. " Sir." rrltni tinson, "when Pope said that, he knew that he lied/" a.moirs, ii. 44. In the Life of Xomfn>ilft Johnson nays :se be not tumid and gorgeous, it in crippled prow 'orks, viii. 95. See ^AS/, beginning of 1781, ' Ephesians, v. 20. 1 In the original —
'Yet all hope pleasure in what yet remain/ ^post, June 12, 1784.
See^M/, under Aug. 29, 1783, and Bonwell's /MrMsx, On. 14. 177 j.
' The chief glory of every people arises from its authmir.s/   luhn . I's Works, v. 49.
' In
'If t*Utnk Johns* m%all; contempt and reproach of every kind —often more than verbal affronts—stupid, brutal violence, sometimes to the hazard of health, or limbs, or life. Brethren, do you envy us this honour ? What, I pray you, would buy you to 5e a field-preacher? Or what, think you, could induce any man of common sense to con-tinue therein one year, unless he had a full conviction in himself that it was the will of God concerning him?' Southey's Wesley, i. 405.
